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ii. 

“TO-DAY.” 

By E. C. M Dart. 

, not the children of fifty years ago, and 

•• The children of to-day are not me 

cannot be treated as though they were. 

I he« the above lately in a criticism in the Times and it made 
me ponder. One agrees instinctively with the writer of that 
mview — the children ol to-day are by no means the children 
of fifty or even thirty years since ; and though we may thank 
ourselves, as he does, that our present-day methods are against 
the tendency to produce pious prigs ; yet there is another 
side to the question, and it may be also pertinent to enquire 
whether they will satisfactorily develop sincere and well- 
balanced men and women. 

I suppose there was never an age when the cult of the child 
was so sedulously prosecuted. It has become a well-defined 
movement, like so many other tendencies typical of the age, 
possessed of parents’ associations, guilds, text -books, 
magazines, methods of tutelage, and all the many ramifi- 
cations of an extensive and intelligent association. The 
amount of consideration given to the subject has probably 
never been equalled in any civilised society. 

It would be as absurd to say that such a movement is 
altogether at fault, as it would be fatal to assert that it is 
without error. It is undoubtedly right that we should do 
all in our power to develop our children’s mind and body, 
capability and inclination alike, but ot'cy-development is as 
real an evil at the other end of the pendulum as under ; i 11 
fact, at the risk of scientific scorn, I would venture to asseit 
that it is more of an actual danger to be feared. Nature will 
pardon, I take it, the former much less easily than the l a ^ el j 
and herself more readily make up for lapses, than she wdl 
lestore spontaneity and buoyancy to a jaded, self-centi e 
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We are 


apt nowadays to forget that children however 

r s p taf e chudh„ i fact T in the compkx — rs 

_ state. Ch ldhood is a changing condition, not a stable one 
I is better that we should not forget to regard it as but a 

stage not a halting-place, and work from rather than definitely 
.towards it alone. y 

It is scarcely fair to a child to surround him exclusively 
wtth an environment of somebody else’s manufacture, however 
S 1 prepared for his benefit and happiness. His own 
should be given a chance to appear. Neglect is an ugly 
sounding word to modern ears in connection with children 
yet the phrase “ wholesome neglect ” carries surely its own 
meaning. Contrast, for example, the elaborate entertainments 
and the costly mechanical toys that nowadays take the place 
of the old-fashioned “ children’s party ” and the simple 
playthings of older times. They are not really what the 
child wants. He likes them for the moment because they 
appeal to his plastic impressionable child-nature. The 
idea of being treated like a grown-up, flatters child vanity. 
There is no scope for the child himself however, and he soon 
tires of a spectacle. A child is only superficially observant, 
primarily he is a creature of action. I would wager, unless 
his natural taste has been spoiled irretrievably by careful 
coddling, that the average child would give all the pantomimes 
and conjurers in the world, for a bluebeard entertainment 
•of his own stage-management, with himself as villain bearing 
burnt cork ferocities of beard, and his sisters as slaughtered 
spouses weltering in pools of red ink ! 

I sometimes wonder what will be the literary taste of the 
next generation. It should be an interesting study in develop- 
ment or sheer perversity. It ought to be considerably better 
than that of its mothers and fathers, who were never fed 
upon such luxuries as tempt the mental palates of their sons 
and daughters. Fairy tales whose illustrations would convince 
•even a sceptical modern child to believe in magic, and books 
of nursery rhymes more artistically beautiful than an edition 
«le luxe of fifty years ago, will your readers of to-day be con- 
noisseurs through your efforts fifteen or tw’enty years hence ? 

There is no doubt that we have no occasion to regret those 
"vanished years. We have donejwith barbarous methods of 
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hardening 


Xid re „ by subjecting **» te nerves . a . n . d T fra « ile 
cmiarei y ^ ^ blanket tossing, which I read 


bodies to such a ‘ r “"Ldupon an aunt of Ch^oTt 
^ ~ - dressed-up .hosts did not 

effectively enough serve that humane purpose ! Nor do we 
^h to model The small Dorothys and Atleens of to-day on 
another of the novelist’s family, the little sister Maria, of 
Whom an old nurse wrote, “ She would shut herself up (at 
the age of seven !) in the children’s study with a newspaper, 
and be able to tell one everything when she came out, debates- 
in parliament, and I don’t know what all ! ” Poor prodigy 
of seven ! At least we have more respect for small brains, 
to-day, though there are some things we are apt to forget 
despite our specialised attention to young folks’ needs. 
Reverence is perhaps an old-fashioned quality ; but I think 
we make a mistake when we leave it out of our children’s 
training. I do not mean the larger reverences that later 
life will bring of itself ; I think rather of those smaller, yet 
no less significant ones, of every-day existence, such as respect 
for infirmity and old age, for weakness, even for the un- 
consciously ridiculous in certain instances, and for topics 
and opinions as yet un-understood. These do not imply a 
suppression of humorous perception — humour surely owns 
small traffic, or should own none, with such ! It is not the 
children’s fault ; flattering laughter at a smart speech, the 
smile at the repartee so irresistible from childish lips, the 
unreprimanded criticism are responsible. “ We don’t bring 
up children in those strict repressive fashions to-day. Child- 
hood is a time for happiness — they will see the dark side of 
things soon enough— let them enjoy life while they may,”' 
we say indulgently ; and then we take boldly from our children 
one of the most subtle pleasures of existence, that of considering 
the unspoken need of other people. 

Not long ago I contrasted two school-bov epistles ; they 
were separated in time by a gulf of fifty years or so. The 
ye ow paper and the careful handwriting of the one told 
its age. It began Honoured Mamma,” and ended “ From 
your most dutiful and obedient son Frederick.” We laughed 
t e pedantic diction and stilted phrases, comparing it s 
with a communication received bv the morning’s post- 


“ Hear old Mater ” it ran “ n. x „ 

on the new kind of Ping-Pong bats* Tsl ^ OUtS 

you don’t send nre another hflftv this tL' Z't •" 

that the “ affectionate kid” is Site! 

W. ir dear old Mater” than ever was “ Frederick 'Twarf 
his honoured Mamma ” ; yet at the same time I see no 

wTth 0 an W ei y t affeCti ° n Sh ° Uld be alto S ether incompatible 
d an elementary regard for one’s mother tongue • 

The Times gentleman is right. “The children of to-da V 

are not the children of fifty years ago, and cannot be treated 
as though they were.” reared 


